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By KAYE LOWE

Dr Kaye Lowe, a respected PETAA author and presenter, has 
written a book for today’s teachers who teach our writers of the 
future. ‘Writing, in particular, is a way of externalising thought and 
for that reason will continue to be important’ writes Lowe in her 
comprehensive introduction. ‘Today … we write more than we have 
ever done before in history’.

Writing the future presents the challenges for teachers: writing has 
changed, curriculum is changing, students are changing and the 
audience for writing is changing. Within this context of continuous 
change, writing is celebrated as a process that is, and has always 
been, a vehicle for developing the skills that connect us.

Writing the FUTURE >>

PART 1  Writing and the 21st century

PART 2  Writers develop creative skills ... 
as they innovate and make meaning

PART 3  Writers develop critical thinking skills ... 
as they problem solve

PART 4 Writers develop communication skills ...  
and a writer’s voice

PART 5 Writers develop social skills ...  
in a writing community

PART 6 Writers develop personal skills ...  
as they come to know themselves through writing

Writing the future

The Primary English Teaching Association Australia (PETAA), founded in 1972, is a national professional association supporting primary school educators in the teaching and 
learning of English and literacies across the curriculum. For information on how to join and to view professional learning resources, visit the PETAA website.
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PART 1 Introduction
Chapter 1 Learning and teaching English as an additional
language or dialect in mainstream classrooms
Susan Feez and Helen Harper
Scaffolding in EAL/D education
Jenny Hammond
Learning the sounds of English 
Assessing the progress and achievement of
EAL/D learners in mainstream classes
Margaret Turnbull

PART 2 Illustrations of practice
Chapter 2 Supporting new arrivals 
Barbara Dahlsen and Rebekah Jones with Beverly Derewianka
Chapter 3 Revisiting the role of scaffolding 
Cindy Valdez-Adams with Jenny Hammond
Chapter 4 Building curriculum knowledge through 
talk for learning
Helen Cozmescu with Carmel Sandiford
Chapter 5 Working with multilingual voices in the classroom
Nathan Jeffrey and Vi Nguyen with Gill Pennington
Chapter 6 Exploring sustainability using multimodal 
persuasive texts
Sussan Allaou with Jon Callow
Chapter 7 Working with science in the early years 
Melita Godson with Bronwyn Parkin
Chapter 8 Making a classic text accessible to 
marginalised early readers
Carmel Leahy with Brian Gray

Nearly half (45%) of all young people in Australia 
aged 12 to 24 are first- or second-generation migrants. 
Providing our EAL/D students with the teaching they 
need to succeed at school is critical to the quality of 
their integration into community, and for access to 
opportunities to achieve future goals.

In this book, readers are invited into seven classrooms, 
where teachers share illustrations of practice designed 
to enable EAL/D learners to engage with curriculum. 
With contributions by Brian Gray, Beverly Derewianka 
and Jenny Hammond, among notable others from the 
field of language education, mentors provide academic 
context to support transfer to other settings, and an 
introduction by Susan Feez and Helen Harper offers 
a thorough overview of EAL/D teaching and 
learning practice.


